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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 
e application of: 

SUZARTE PAZ Docket No. 024273-00001 

Serial Number: 09/743,787 Examiner: To Be Assigned 

Filed: January 17, 2001 Art Unit: To Be Assigned 

For: PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING POLYMERS DERIVED FROM VINYL ACETATE 
AND THEIR USES 

REQUEST FOR WITHDRAWAL OF HOLDING OF ABANDONMENT 

Commissioner for Patents October 1 8, 2001 

Washington, DC. 20231 

Sir: 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner withdraw the holding of abandonment 
as set forth in the Notification of Abandonment dated September 1 7, 2001 . This application is 
being reportedly abandoned for failure to respond to the notification of Missing Parts 
Requirement allegedly mailed February 14, 2001, within the time period set therein. 

No such notification of Missing Parts Requirement was ever received by Applicants 
law firm Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn, PLLC ("Arent Fox"). Attached are Declarations 
by Ms. Sheila Loving (the docket coordinator for the Arent Fox firm on February 1 4, 2001 ), 
Mr. Hans J. Crosby (the attorney responsible for the above application) and Ms. Monique 
Logan (the secretary for Mr. Crosby), detailing the mail-handling and docketing procedures 
for the Arent Fox firm, and detailing the reasons why it is apparent that no notification of 
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U. S. Patent Application Number 09/743,787 
Missing Parts Requirement for the above application was ever received by the Arent Fox 
firm. 

It is noted that the mailing address of the Arent Fox firm was correctly listed as the 
correspondence address on the transmittal sheet filed with this application as well as on 
the Notification of Abandonment mailed from the United States Patent & Trademark Office 
("USPTO") on September 1 7, 2001 . The effectiveness of the correspondence address is 
demonstrated by the fact that the September 17, 2001 Notification of Abandonment was 
received by the Arent Fox firm one day after being mailed from the USPTO. 

It is also noted that any presumption that mail matter properly addressed, stamped 
and deposited in an appropriate receptacle is duly delivered is predicated on the fixed 
methods and systematic operation of the Postal Service, and that such a presumption can 
be rebutted. See Legille v. Dann , 544 F.2d 1 (CAFC 1976). 

The effectiveness of the correspondence address has been demonstrated. 
Applicant's contention of non-receipt of the notification of Missing Parts Requirement 
allegedly mailed February 14, 2001 is supported in the enclosed Declarations. It is 
therefore respectfully submitted that the failure of the February 14, 2001 notification of 
Missing Parts Requirement to reach the Arent Fox firm was not the fault of the Arent Fox 
firm in any way. 

It is respectfully requested that the notification of Missing Parts Requirement be 
again mailed to the Arent Fox firm and that the holding of abandonment be withdrawn. 
See MPEP §711.02 and Delqar Inc. v. Schuyler Commr. Pats , 172 USPQ 513 (D.D.C. 
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1971). 

Any fees associated with this communication should be waived since the evidence 
submitted herewith shows that Applicant is in no way at fault for not responding to the 
notification of Missing Parts Requirement dated February 14, 2001 . 

Should withdrawal from abandoned status not be granted immediately, this request 
should be considered to be a Petition to the Commissioner under 37 CFR 1.181 - 1 . 1 83, 
including a petition that all fees in connection therewith be waived because it is clear that 
Applicant is not at fault in this matter. 

Should any such Petition under 37 CFR 1.181 - 1 . 1 83 not be immediately granted, 
this request should be considered to be a Petition under 37 CFR 1.137(a) or 1.137(b), 
including a petition that all fees in connection therewith be waived because it is clear that 
Applicant is not at fault in this matter. 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any fees associated with this 
communication to Deposit Account No. 01-2300. A duplicate copy of this request is 



Respectfully submitted, 
ARENT FOX KINTNER PLOTKIN & KAHN PLLC 



Atty. Docket No. 100186-08027 
1050 Connecticut Avenue, NW, Suite 400 
Washington, DC 20036-5339 
Telephone: (202) 857-6000 
Enclosures: Notification of Abandonment 



attached. 



Hans J. Crosby" 
Registration No. 44,634 




Declaration of Sheila Loving 
Declaration of Hans J. Crosby 
Declaration of Monique Logan 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
Patent and Trademark Office 

Address: ASSISTANT COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
BoxPCT 



Washington, D.C. 20231 




ARENT FOX KINTNER PLOTKIN & KAHN 
SUITE 600 
1050 CONNECTICUT AVENUE NW 
WASHINGTON, DC 20036 5339 



PCT/CU99/00002 

I.A. FILING DATE 



PRIORITY DATE 



19 JUL 99 

DATE MAILED: 



17 JUL 98 

17 SEP 2001 

NOTIFICATION OF ABANDONMENT {jJ^fy ^ 

The United Stated Patent and Trademark Office in its capacity as n f=^\ 

U aDesignated Office (37 CFR 1 .494), ffi an Elected Office (37 CFR 1.495V h« m U5LlIoLv I 



. is in compliance with 



determination 

1 . Q Applicant's letter of express abandonment received 

CFR 1. 138 and is hereby acknowledged. 

2. □ Applicant has failed to provide the full U.S. Basic National Fee by CU months (37 CFR 1 494(b)(2)) 

I— J 30 months (37 CFR 1 .495(b)(2)). 

h juuicu m rta ^uui wjthm ^ time perio(J ^ merein 

4 ' D JSSd^^KS^ reSP ° nd t0 11,6 n ° tif,Cati0n ° f mSSm ° ^Q^MENTS (Form 
attached NOTIFICATION OF DEFECTIVE RESPONSE (FiSSSSffiSS ^ ^ ^ 



5. 



□ 



Other. 



Therefore, the above identified application failed to meet the requirements of 35 U.S.C 371 and 37 CFR Q 494 
lillj.495 and is ABANDONED AS TO THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. ' ' 



FORM PCT/DO/EO/909 (May 1993) 



Pat Booker, Paralegal 
Telephone: 703-305-3738 




DOCKETED B, 
DATE 



/ & 



# 





HANS J. CROSBY, #1733 
SECRETARY DOCKET BOOK 




1 «a 



BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



btib l AvttfLAbLc OUr 



April 
f M 
1 2 

a 9 

15 16 



23 24 25 26 



2001 
T F S 
5 6 7 
12 13 14 
19 20 21 
27 28 





■ XUUT9U<ty 

JL 60/305 

7:00 


w rnoay 

^ri 61/304 
7:00 


2 Saturday 

J 627303 
7:00 


7:30 


7:30 


7:30 


8:00 


8:00 • * 


8:00 


8:15 


8:15 


8:15 


8:30 


8:30 


8:30 


8:45 


8:45 


8:45 


9:00 


9:00 


9:00 


9:15 


9:15 


9:15 


9:30 


9:30 


9:30 


9:45 


9:45 


9:45 


10:00 


10:00 


10:00 


10:15 


10:15 


10:15 


10:30 


10:30 


10:30 


10:45 


10:45 


10:45 


11:00 


11:00 


11:00 


11:15 


11:15 


11:15 


11:30 


11:30 


11:30 


11:45 


11:45 


11:45 


12:00 


12:00 


12:00 


12:15 


12:15 


12:15 


12:30 


12:30 


12:30 


12:45 


12:45 


12:45 


1:00 


1:00 


1:00 


1:15 


1:15 


1:15 


1:30 


1:30 


1:30 


1:45 


1:45 


1:45 


2:00 


2:00 


2:00 


2:15 


2:15 


2:15 


2:30 


2:30 


2:30 


2:45 


2:45 


2:45 


3:00 


3:00 


3:00 


3:15 


3:15 


3:15 


3:30 


3:30 


3:30 


3:45 


3:45 


3:45 


4:00 


4:00 


4:00 


4:15 


4:15 


4:15 


4:30 


4:30 


4:30 


4:45 


4:45 


4:45 


5:00 


5:00 


5:00 


5:15 


5:15 


5:15 


5:30 


5:30 


5:30 


5:45 


5:45 


5:45 


6:00 


6:00 


6:00 


6:15 


6:15 


6:15 


6:30 


6:30 


6:30 


6:45 


6:45 


6:45 


7:00 


7:00 


/* Sunday 


7:15 


7:15 


X 83/302 


7:30 


7:30 




7:45 


7:45 




8:00 


8:00 




8:15 


8:15 




8:30 


8:30 




8:45 


8:45 




9:00 


9:00 




9:15 


9:15 




9:30 


9:30 




9:45 


9:45 





11 12 13 
18 19 20 21 
25 26 27 28 



2001 
T F S 
1 2 3 
B 9 10 
IS 16 17 
22 23 24 



S M T W 



4 5 6 7 8 

11 12 13 14 15 

IB 19 20 21 22 

25 26 27 26 29 



2001 

F S 

2 3 

9 10 

16 17 

23 24 

30 31 



7:00 



Monday 



Tuesday 

65/300 



7 Wednesday 
66/299 



7:00 ^ X 

}*js&'7oti (Fry 



7:30 



8:00 



G2o<ok > - to 3 



8:00 



8:15 



8:15 



8:50 



15 



30 



8:45 



8:45 



8:45 

9=oo 8331-^0 02- ^ -ay 



9=oo 6"7<*7k-^n3>ft 



9:00 



9:15 



9:30 



9:15 



9:30 



9:30 



6- 



9:45 



9:45 



9:45 



10:00 



- QDC6,' 2 



10:00 



10:00 




10:15 



10:15 



10:15 



10:30 



10:30 



10:30 



11:00 O^a^y-^n^-^r 



10:45 



10:45 



11:00 



11:00 



11:15 



11:15 



11:15 



11:30 



1 1:30 



11:30 



11:45 



11:45 



11:45 



12:00 



12:00 



12:00 



12:15 



12:15 



12:30 
12:45 
1 :00 
:15 
1:30 
1:45 
2:00 
2:15 
2:30 
2:45 
3:00 
3:15 
3:30 
3:45 
4:00 
4:15 
4:30 
4:45 
5:00 
5:15 
5:30 



6:00 

6:15 
6:30 
6:45 
7:00 
7:15 
7:30 
7:45 
8:00 
8:15 
8:50 
8:45 
9:00 
9:15 
9:50 



2:30 
12:45 
1:00 
1:15 
1:30 
1:45 
2:00 
2:15 
2:30 
2:45 
3:00 
3:15 
3:30 

3:45 
4:00 
4:15 
4:30 
4:45 
5:00 
5:15 
5:30 



6:00 

6:15 
6:30 
6:45 
7:00 
7:15 
7:30 
7:45 
8:00 
8:15 
8:30 
8:45 
9:00 
9:15 
9:30 



12:30 

12:45 

1:00 

1:15 

1:30 

1:45 

2:00 

2:15 

2:30 

2:45 

3:00 

3:15 

3:50 

3:45 

4:00 

4:15 

4:30 

4:45 

5:00 

5:15 

5:30 

5:45 

6:00 

6:15 

6:50 

6:45 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:45 

8:00 

8:15 

8:30 

8:45 

9:00 

9:15 

9:30 




11^^^ 



W 



2001 

T F S 

1 2 3 

8 9 10 

15 16 17 

IB 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 



S M T W 



2001 
F S 



4 5 
11 12 



21 22 
28 29 



16 17 
23 24 



l 2 Monday 

7:00 A £ ^ <^ ft )CT 


7:00 tof/TT^lftZ^ 


"1 /+ Wednesdflv 

JL^t 73/292 

7:Ooy Ar >3C3- 




7 30 ^cpwDcL^ 


7 30 (fce^p uu/ 1 A* GST 


8:00 


8:00 


8:00 ' 




8:15 


8:15 


8 30 titrti/Aapec^l uJ/3t <JCfh 


8:30 


8:30 


' Wjf*™ * r 1 


8:45 


8:45 


9:00 


9:00 


9:00 


9:15 


9:15 


9:15 


9:30 


9:30 


9:30 


9:45 


9:45 


9:45 


10:00 6// 


10:00 


10:00 


10 15 &>Spi>LL<> t3(t\<Lr 


10:15 


10:15 


10:30 * 


10:30 


10:30 


10:45 


10:45 


10:45 


11:00 


11:00 


11:00 


11:15 


11:15 


11:15 


11:30 


11:30 


11:30 


11:45 


11:45 


11:45 


12:00 


12:00 


12:00 


12:15 


12:15 


12:15 


12:30 


12:30 


12:30 


12:45 


12:45 


12:45 


1:00 


1:00 


1:00 


1:15 


1:15 


1:15 


1:30 


1:30 


1:30 


1:45 


1:45 


1:45 


2:00 


2:00 


2:00 


2:15 


2:15 


2:15 


2:30 


2:30 


2:30 


2:45 


2:45 


2:45 


3:00 


3:00 


3:00 


3:15 


3:15 


3:15 


3:30 


3:30 


3:30 


3:45 


3:45 


3:45 


4:00 


4:00 


4:00 


4:15 


4:15 


4:15 


4:30 


4:30 


4:30 


4:45 


4:45 


4:45 


5:00 


5:00 


5:00 


5:15 


5:15 


5:15 


5:30 


5:30 


5:30 


5:45 


5:45 


5:45 


6:00 


6:00 


6:00 


6:15 


6:15 


6:15 


6:30 


6:30 


6:30 


6:45 


6:45 


6:45 


7:00 


7:00 


7:00 


7:15 


7:15 


7:15 


7:30 


7:30 


7:30 


7:45 


7:45 


7:45 


8:00 


8:00 


8:00 


8:15 


8:15 


8:15 


8:30 


8:30 


8:30 


8:45 


8:45 


8:45 


9:00 


9:00 


9:00 


9:15 


9:15 


9:15 


9:30 


9:30 


9:30 


9:45 


9:45 


9:45 



April 

S 

1 

B 
15 
22 23 
29 30 



M T 

2 3 

9 10 

16 17 



W 



18 

24 25 



2001 
T F S 
Vj 5 6 7 
11 12 13 14 
19 20 21 
26 27 28 



May 2001 

S M T W T F S 

12 3 4 

8 9 10 11 

15 16 17 18 

22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 



6 7 
13 14 




*| S. Thursday 

7:00 KtyS-ZrPG-^y*. 


-|£ Friday 

ID 75/290 7 


IT Saturday St Patrick's Day {Ireland. US) 
JL / 76/289 

7:00 


730 WIT* ' T 


7:30 


7:30 


8:00 # ' 1 


8:00 


8:00 




8:15 


8:15 


8:30 Kesfoos* Aj"f 


8:30 


8:30 




8:45 


8:45 


9:00 




9:00 


9:15 




9:15 


9:30 


9 30 £ (2H^ vW^ ^jlt 


9:30 


9:45 


9:45 


9:45 


10:00 


10:00 ' 


10:00 


10:15 


10:15 


10:15 


10:30 


10:30 


10:30 


10:45 


10:45 


10:45 


11:00 


11:00 


11:00 


11:15 


11:15 


11:15 


11:30 


11:30 


11:30 


11:45 


11:45 


11:45 


12:00 


12:00 


12:00 


12:15 


12:15 


12:15 


12:30 


12:30 


12:30 


12:45 


12:45 


12:45 


1:00 


1:00 


1:00 


1:15 


1:15 


1:15 


1:30 


1:30 


1:30 


1:15 


1:45 


1:45 


2:00 


2:00 


2:00 


2:15 


2:15 


2:15 


2:30 


2:30 


2:30 


2:45 


2:45 


2:45 


3:00 


3:00 


3:00 


3:15 


3:15 


3:15 


3:30 


3:30 


3:30 


3:45 


3:45 


3:45 


4:00 


4:00 


4:00 


4:15 


4:15 


4:15 


4:30 


4:30 


4:30 


4:45 


4:45 


4:45 


5:00 


5:00 


5:00 


5:15 


5:15 


5:15 


5:30 


5:30 


5:30 


5:45 


5:45 


5:45 


6:00 


6:00 


6:00 


6:15 


6:15 


6:15 


6:30 


6:30 


6:30 


6:45 


6:45 


6:45 


7:00 


7:00 


1 42 Sunday 


7:15 


7:15 


JLV-^ 77/Z8B 


7:30 


7:30 


7:45 


7:45 


— opf\~r -ij-, J* — 


8:00 


8:00 


Of*' T . LsyUo 


8:1.5 


8:15 




8:30 


8:30 




8:45 


8:45 




9:00 


9:00 




9:15 


9:15 




9:30 


9:30 




9:45 


9:45 






February 
S M 



4 51 

11 12 

18 19 20 21 

25 26 27 28 



2001 
T F S 
1 2 3 
8 9 10 
15 16 17 
22 23 24 



Man* 
S M 



S 6 
12 13 



2001 
T F S 
1 2 3 
8 9 10 
15 16 17 



IB 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 2B 29 30 31 



19 

7:00 



Monday 

78/287 



Canberra Day (Australia) 



Oft Tuesday 

m\J 79/286 



7:00 



730 g"6<y - ?o - £T 



21 

7:00 



Wednesday 

80/285 



| 7:30 
I 8:00 



8:15 



7:30 



3-D 



8:00 



15 



8:30 



8:30 



8:45 



9:00 



9:00 A y oy/^ pofiofe 



9:oo ^^^vtoffr^^-rr 



9:15 



9:30 



9:30 



15 



9:30 



9:45 



9:45 



lotoo (tl) 

10:15 



10:00 



10:15 




10:15 



10:30 



r 



10:45 



11:00 



5 Alto i 0^ App^l 



11:15 
I 11:30 
1 11:45 

12:00 

12:15 

12:30 
| 12:43 
I 1:00 
:15 
| 1:30 

1:45 

2:00 

215 

2:30 
1 2:45 

3:00 

315 

3:30 

345 
I 4:00 
4:15 
| 4:30 
I 4:45 
I 5:00 
515 
5:30 
545 
6:00 
[6^5~ 
I 6:30 
I 6:45 
1 7:00 
1 715 
7:30 
7:45 
I 8:00 
1 8: 15 
1 8:30 
I 8:45 
| 9:00 
1 915 
9:30 
I 9:45 



10:30 
10:45 
11:00 
11:15 
11:30 
11:45 
1 2:00 

2:15 
12:30 
12:45 

:00 

HZ 

30 



2 :00 
15 



30 



3:00 

3:15 
3:30 
3:45 
4:00 
4:15 

4^30 
4^45 
5:00 
5:15 
5:30 

5:45 

6:00 

6:15 

6:30 

6:45 

7:00 

7:15 

7:30 

7:45 

8:00 

8:15 

8:30 

8:45 

9:00 

9:15 

9:30 

9:45 



°^r6 l 



10:30 



10:45 
11:00 

15 
11:30~~ 
11:45 
12:00 
12:15 
12:30 
12:45 
00 



30 

45 

2:00 

:_15 

30 

^5 

3:00 

3:15 

3:30 

3:45 

4:00 

4:15 

4:30 

4:45 

5:00 

5:15 

5:30 

5:45 

6:00 

6:15 

6:30 

6:45 

7:00 

7:15 
7:30 
7:45 

8:00 

8:15 
8:30 
8:45 
9:00 
9:15 
9:30 

9:45 




April 2001 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9' 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 



5 M T W T ^^^B 

1 2 3^W 

6 7 8 9 10 

13 14 IS 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31 



Thursday 

88/277 * - i - 


2A Friday ■ 

jU 83/276 7 


2 "fl Saturday 
pl urns**** 

7:00 




730 /ma. «r 


7:30 


8:00 ^ 


8:00 K*spfo u< 


8:00 


8:15 


8:15 * ^ 


8:15 


8:30 


8:30 


8:30 


8:45 


8:45 


8:45 


9:00 


9:00 


9:00 


9:15 


9:15 


9:15 


9:30 


9:30 


9:30 


9:45 


9:45 


9:45 


10:00 


10:00 


10:00 


10:15 


10:15 


10:15 


10:30 


10:30 


10:30 


10:45 


10:45 


10:45 


11:00 


11:00 


11:00 


11:15 


11:15 


11:15 


11:30 


11:30 


11:30 


11:45 


11:45 


11:45 


12:00 


12:00 


12:00 


12:15 


12:15 


12:15 


12:30 


12:30 


12:30 


12:45 


12:45 


12:45 


1:00 


1:00 


1:00 


1:15 


1:15 


1:15 


1:30 


1:30 


1:30 


1:45 


1:45 


1:45 


2:00 


2:00 


2:00 


2:15 


2:15 


2:15 


2:30 


2:30 


2:30 


2:45 


2:45 


2:45 


3:00 


3:00 


3:00 


3:15 


3:15 


3:15 


3:30 


3:30 


3:30 


3:45 


3:45 


3:45 


4:00 


4:00 


4:00 


4:15 


4:15 


4:15 


4:30 


4:30 


4:30 


4:45 


4:45 


4:45 


5:00 


5:00 


5:00 


5:15 


5:15 


5:15 


5:30 


5:30 


5:30 


5:45 


5:45 


5:45 


6:00 


6:00 


6:00 


6:15 


6:15 


6:15 


6:30 


6:30 


6:30 


6:45 


6:45 


6:45 


7:00 


7:00 


1 B»?i.^»^^^~?^yi > w. : : : - : ' ninrflntit ^m"iTf^TT^B : KS'mnr"i""Tt lil''^ 


7:15 


7:15 


7:30 


7:30 


7-45 


7:4} 




8:00 


8:00 


. : 


8:15 


8:15 




8:30 


8:30 




8:45 


8:45 




9:00 


9:00 




9:15 


9:15 




9:30 


9:30 




9:45 


9:45 





U. S. Patent Application Number 09/743,787 



AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



SUZARTE PAZ 





IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT 



Docket No. 024273-00001 



Serial Number: 09/743,787 



Examiner: To Be Assigned 



Filed: January 17, 2001 



Art Unit: To Be Assigned 



For: PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING POLYMERS DERIVED FROM VINYL ACETATE 
AND THEIR USES 



I, Hans J. Crosby, a citizen of the United States, hereby declare and state: 

1 . I am an associate attorney at the firm of Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn, 
PLLC (referred to herein as "the firm"). 

2. Attached hereto is an APPENDIX, which is a true rendition of the general 
procedures for the firm with regard to docketing due dates created by mail received from 
the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office (USPTO). 

3. I am the principal attorney responsible for the prosecution of the present 
application. My duties in connection with being responsible for the prosecution of the 
present application include following the docketing and USPTO filing procedures for the 
firm. All due date(s) created by any mail received from the USPTO, in connection with 
each application for which I am responsible, are entered in the personal docket book of my 



DECLARATION OF HANS J. CROSBY 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



October 18, 2001 



Sir: 
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U. S. Patent Application Number 09/743,787 
secretary. Carroll Allman was my secretary up until February 20, 2001 , and is no longer 
with our firm. Monique Logan became my secretary on February 20, 2001 . 

4. Upon examining the master docket of the docket coordinator and the 
personal docket book of my secretary Carroll Allman after receiving the Notification of 
Abandonment in the above application, I noted that neither the master docket nor the 
personal docket book contain any notation of any due date for responding to a notification 
of Missing Parts Requirement in the above application by March 14, 2001 (i.e., one month 
from the alleged date of mailing of the notification of Missing Parts Requirement in the 
above application). Attached are true and correct copies of the printout of the master 
docket (Attachment 1 ) covering March 1 4, 2001 and the personal docket book (Attachment 
2) covering March, 2001 . 

5. I have been instructed on the importance of ensuring that the master docket 
and personal docket book reflect every due date established by mail received from the 
USPTO concerning any application being handled by me. 

6. I am not aware of any occurrence where an Office Action (in an application 
where the applicant has not instructed us to abandon the application) was mailed to the 
firm and was not docketed in the master docket and in the docket book of my secretary. 
There are no instructions from the applicant in this application to abandon this application. 

7. Based on the above, it is my belief that the February 1 4, 2001 notification of 
Missing Parts Requirement concerning the above application was never received by the 
firm. 
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U. S. Patent Application Number 09/743,787 
8. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 



Hans J. Crosby J^^>^^^^^ ^ P^^)^J^\ 



Registration No. 44,634 



Enclosure: ATTACHMENT 1 
ATTACHMENT 2 
APPENDIX 
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APPENDIX 



Docketing and USPTO Filing Procedures for the Firm of 
Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn, PLLC as of February 14, 2001 

When a piece of mail received from the U. S. Patent and Trademark Office (referred 
to herein as "USPTO mail") is received by the firm Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn, PLLC 
(referred to herein as "the firm"), that piece of USPTO mail is first given to the docket 
coordinator in the docketing department of the firm together with the firm's file (referred to 
herein as "the file") for the application referred to in the USPTO mail. 

The docket coordinator is responsible for maintaining a "master docket," which is a 
computer-compiled list containing (among other things) (1) calendar days arranged 
chronologically, and (2) all due dates created by USPTO mail for all cases being handled 
by the firm. When a piece of USPTO mail presents a due date for taking action in a 
particular application, the docket coordinator enters the firm docket number for that 
application, and the action which is required to satisfy that due date, into the master docket 
under the date corresponding to the due date created by that piece of USPTO mail. 

After the docket coordinator has entered into the master docket every due date 
created by a piece of USPTO mail, the file together with the USPTO mail is given to the 
principal attorney (referred to herein as "the attorney") responsible for the prosecution of 
that application. The secretary responsible for assisting that attorney (referred to herein 
as "the secretary") maintains a personal docket book. 

When the attorney receives a piece of USPTO mail which creates a due date, the 
attorney reviews the piece of USPTO mail and any due date(s) created by the piece of 

45752-1 



USPTO mail. The attorney then gives the file and the piece of USPTO mail to the 
secretary, who dockets any due date created by the piece of USPTO mail in his or her 
personal docket book. In addition, the secretary marks the cover of the file to indicate the 
due date and the action required. 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the application of: 



SUZARTE PAZ 



Docket No. 024273-00001 



Serial Number: 09/743,787 



Examiner: To Be Assigned 



Filed: January 17, 2001 



Art Unit: To Be Assigned 



For: PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING POLYMERS DERIVED FROM VINYL ACETATE 
AND THEIR USES 



I, Sheila Loving, a citizen of the United States, hereby declare and state: 

1 . I was the docket coordinator at the firm of Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn, 
PLLC (referred to herein as "the firm") as of February 14, 2001. 

2. As the docket coordinator at the firm at that time, my duties included following 
the docketing and U.S. Patent & Trademark Office ("USPTO") filing procedures to ensure 
that mail received from the USPTO is docketed, and all due dates are created in the firm's 
master docket in the docket database, which I maintained in the manner described in the 
Appendix attached to the Declaration of Hans J. Crosby. 

3. Upon examining the master docket after receiving the Notification of 
Abandonment in the above application, I noted that the master docket contains no notation 
of any due date for responding to a notification of Missing Parts Requirement in the above 
application by March 14, 2001 (i.e., one month from the alleged date of mailing of the 

45640-1 



DECLARATION OF SHEILA LOVING 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC. 20231 



October 18, 2001 



Sir: 



U. S. Patent Application Number 09/743,787 



notification of Missing Parts Requirement in the above application). ATTACHMENT 1 is a 
true and correct copy of the printout of the master docket for March 14, 2001. 

4. I have been instructed on the importance of ensuring that the master docket 
reflects every due date established by mail received by the firm from the USPTO. 

5. I am not aware of any occurrence where an Office Action (in an application 
where the applicant has not instructed us to abandon the application) was mailed to the 
firm and received by the firm, but was not docketed in the master docket. There are no 
instructions from the applicant in this application to abandon this application. 

6. Based on the above, it is my belief that the February 14, 2001 notification of 
Missing Parts Requirement concerning the above application was never received by the 
firm. 

7. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1 001 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 




Enclosure: ATTACHMENT 1 
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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re the application of: 



SUZARTE PAZ 



Docket No. 024273-00001 



Serial Number: 09/743,787 



Examiner: To Be Assigned 



Filed: January 17, 2001 



Art Unit: To Be Assigned 



For: PROCEDURES FOR OBTAINING POLYMERS DERIVED FROM VINYL 
ACETATE AND THEIR USES 



I, Monique Logan, a citizen of the United States, hereby declare and state: 

1. I am a secretary at the firm of Arent Fox Kintner Plotkin & Kahn, PLLC 
(referred to herein as "the firm"). 

2. Since February 20, 2001, I have been responsible for assisting Hans J. 
Crosby, as a secretary at the firm. Prior to February 20, 2001, Carroll Allman was 
responsible for assisting Hans J. Crosby, as a secretary at the firm. The duties of a 
secretary in connection with being responsible for assisting Mr. Crosby include following 
the docketing and U.S. Patent & Trademark Office ("USPTO") filing procedures for the firm. 
Mr. Crosby is responsible for the above application. 

3. Upon examining the personal docket book of Carroll Allman after receiving 
the Notification of Abandonment in the above application, I noted that the personal docket 
book contains no notation of any due date for responding to a notification of Missing Parts 



DECLARATION OF MONIQUE LOGAN 



Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 



October 18, 2001 



Sir: 



45649-1 




Requirement in the above application by March 14, 2001 (i.e., one month from the alleged 
date of mailing of the notification of Missing Parts Requirement in the above application). 
ATTACHMENT 1 is a true and correct copy of the personal docket book of Carroll Allman 
covering March, 2001. 

4. Upon examining the cover of the file for the above application after receiving 
the Notification of Abandonment in the above application, I noted that there is no notation 
of any due date for responding to any notification of Missing Parts Requirement in the 
above application as required by the firm procedure. ATTACHMENT 2 is a true and 
correct (reduced-size) copy of the cover of the file for the above application. 

5. Secretaries at the firm are instructed on the importance of ensuring that 
personal docket books and the cover of each file reflect every due date established by mail 
received from the USPTO concerning any application. 

6. I am not aware of any occurrence where an Office Action (in an application 
where the applicant has not instructed us to abandon the application) was mailed to the 
firm and was not docketed in the master docket and the personal docket book of the 
secretary responsible for assisting of Mr. Crosby. There are no instructions from the 
applicant in this application to abandon this application. 



45649-1 



# 



U. S. Patent Application Number 09/148,318 



7. Based on the above, it is my belief that the February 1 4, 2001 notification of 
Missing Parts Requirement concerning the above application was never received by the 
firm. 

8. I hereby declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true and that all statements made on information and belief are believed to be true; and 
further that these statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements 
and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under Section 1001 
Title 18 of the United States Code and that such willful false statements may jeopardize 
the validity of the application or any patent issued thereon. 
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